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GATHERING MUSIC — A selection from the many songs written, performed and recorded by Doug Brummund.
[WORDS & MUSIC: Doug Brummund, ©2022, 23,24,25 B.R. Music. All rights reserved. Used with permission.]

PASTOR’S WELCOME

PRELUDE O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
[Ryan Garber, on the tune by Hans Leo Hassler, ©2006 by Lorenz Publishing Company. Used by permission]

DEACON’S GREETING

CALL TO WORSHIP — from Psalm 23

One: Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil.

All: For you are with me; your rod and your staff comfort me.

One: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.

All: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life.

OPENING HYMN - God of Grace and God of Glory W&R#569
[©Public Domain]

UNISON PRAYER OF REFLECTION
[Calling on God, Bankson & Sokolove, Eds., p. 43-44]

Amazing Creator God, we come together here this morning because we have
heard your call. As we gather, we witness the miracle of life being reborn again.
The snows retreat revealing the softening ground where new plants will soon
push through the soil. We pray this morning that you will open up our hearts
this day to a reality that is always bigger than we can fully comprehend. Fill us
with your special love, blessed Creator, as we gather as your beloved community
to worship in the name of Jesus, our Savior and Redeemer. Amen.

THE MORNING MESSAGE

Scripture Reading: John 9:1-12

Music Meditation — Lead Me to Calvary

Message — The Blame Game Rev. Ruth

#A MOMENT TO BREATHE



A TIME OF PRAYER

Pastoral Prayer & Silent Prayers

The Lord’s Prayer in whatever words are most comfortable for you.
Musical response

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD
Acknowledgement of Gifts & Offerings*

Anthem —  Lamb of God Tone Chimes Choir
[Twila Paris, ©1985 Jubilee Communications and Mountain Spring Music (Admin. Capital CMG Publishing) CCLI#16787]

Doxology “Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ all creatures here below;

Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; One God, Triune, whom we adore. Amen.”
[©Public Domain]

CLOSING SONG — Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life W&R# 591
[©Public Domain]
ANNOUNCEMENTS

A PRAYER OF BENEDICTION based on Colossians 3:12-17

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness and patience. Bear with one another and let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts. Bring kindness to life in your actions giving thanks to God always. Amen.

Sung Response — Let There Be Peace on Earth
[WORDS & MUSIC: Sy Miller & Jill Jackson, © 1955, Ren.1983 Jen-Lee Music. Used by Permission. CCLI # 21022161]

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me;

let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.
With God our creator, children all are we.

Let us walk with each other, in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now.

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow:

To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

POSTLUDE — Communion
[Edouard Batiste ©Public Domain]
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#A MOMENT TO BREATHE is an experience of Thich Nhat Hanh’s breath of 10 exercise.
It is very simple, inviting you to breathe as you normally would but counting each breath in
and each breath out until you reach 10. If you lose track of your count at any point, start over.
This is a remarkably simple but highly effective breathing exercise that can reset your mind

An

and heart. Enjoy! &

TO ANY VISITORS WITH US THIS MORNING, WELCOME! We are so glad you
decided to join us! We would love to be able to connect with you after your visit today so we
respectfully request that you fill out one of our visitor cards with a little information about
yourself. And please join us for fellowship time if you are so inclined!

Our Diaconate Person of the Week is Christina Brummund. Please feel free to be in
touch with her with your joys and concerns knowing that we care about you every day.



*ABOUT THE OFFERING. We offer our deepest gratitude to our members and friends
who are so generous with their pledges and financial gifts to the church, both those here in
person and those joining online. Online participants are invited to give online via our
“Donate” button @ www.uccwesterly.org or mail your checks, made payable to UCC
Westerly, to us at 9 Castle Hill Road, Pawcatuck, CT 06379. A REMINDER that offering
plates are located at each entrance to the sanctuary. Thank you!

A REMINDER! The Missions Praoject this month is to encourage your support of
the ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING offering of the United Church of Christ.
Envelopes available near the offering plates OR write a check made payable to UCC Westerly
with “OGHS” on the memo line! Details in March Beacon.

THE PRAYER MINISTRIES of this church are many and varied and you are welcome to
participate in any or all of them. In the sanctuary, you will find prayer notebooks by either
door within which to write specific prayer requests for Sunday. You will also find prayer
candle tables at which you may light a candle for your own prayer concerns. You will also find
prayer shawls and prayer bears to offer comfort to those struggling. For more information on
our prayer ministries please speak with any Deacon or Rev. Ruth at any time.

EASTER FLOWER ORDERS must be placed by this Tuesday, March 17. Order forms are
available at both doors into the sanctuary.

You are welcome to donate flowers for the chancel any week. Our sign-up sheet is located on
the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall, or speak with Rev. Ruth for more information.

—~ o~~~

To request a copy of today’s message be sent to you, kindly contact the office @,
(860) 599-1226 or uccwesterly@gmail.com.

THE UNITED CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTERLY, UCC
9 Castle Hill Road, Paweatuck, CT 06379
860-599-1226 <> email: ucowesterly@omail.com
www.ucowesterlig.org <> https://www.facebook.com/UCCWesterly
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