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BLESSING OF THE SCHOOL SUPPLIES
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GATHERING MUSIC — [WORDS & MUSIC: Doug Brummund, ©2024-25 B.R. Music. All rights reserved. Used

with permission.]

PASTOR’S WELCOME

PRELUDE Brethren, We Have Met to Worship
[MUSIC: Traditional American Melody, setting by Don Hustad]

DEACON’S WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP — from Psalm 71

One: Inyou, O Lord, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame.
All: In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me.
One: Be to me arock of refuge, a strong fortress to save me.

All: For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust.

OPENING HYMN Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah W&R#501
[©Public Domain]

UNISON PRAYER OF REFLECTION
[Bankson & Sokolove, Eds. Calling on God, ©2014 Skylight Paths Publishing, p. 221-2]

How lovely is your dwelling place, most Holy One. Our souls long for your
presence; our hearts and bodies sing our joy to the living God. In our prayers
and in our singing, in our words and in our silence, bring us ever closer to your
heart and will. Enable us to know that our strength is in you alone. Clothe us in
your loving power, so that we may live in you and become your people in every
aspect of our lives. Amen.

MOMENT FOR MISSION - The Blessing of the School Supplies

One: Merciful God, as this new school year begins, we are grateful for students, teachers,
school staff, parents, caregivers and administrators. The challenges our schools face are
considerable and yet they keep plugging away at the work of teaching and learning together.
All: We ask for your blessing on teachers and staff at every level, often
struggling with expectations impossible to meet and yet they still keep smiling.
They still keep putting their students first. Fill them with your strength and
resilience every day.



One: We pray for our students and the adults who love and care for them outside of school.
May their homes be filled with kindness and with patience and strength for dealing with all
the things that are not as they should be. Surround them with your abiding love and be with
them in all the moments the new school year will hold, the good and the bad, the unfortunate
and the amazing, the everyday and the extraordinary.

All: We pray for a better year; for a safe return to classrooms; for the health of
students, teachers and school staff; for school boards and administrators under
pressure to make difficult decisions; and for parents exhausted by the rigors of
life each day.

One: This morning, Holy One, we especially ask your blessing on these school supplies we
have collected together to be shared at middle schools. May these items carry with them our
tangible love and strength for students and teachers for the year just beginning. May they be
used to fill empty spaces in lives as well as on shelves.

All: All this we ask in the name of Jesus whose love of teaching was the
foundation of his ministry among us. Amen.

Musical Response — This Little Light of Mine [©Public Domain]
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine (3 x)
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine!

THE MORNING MESSAGE

Scripture Reading: Exodus 2:5-10 & 15:20-21

Meditation Music Give to Our God Immortal Praise [©Public Domain]
Message — The Big Sister Rev. Ruth

#A MOMENT TO BREATHE

A TIME OF PRAYER

Pastoral Prayer & Silent Prayers

The Lord’s Prayer in whatever words are most comfortable for you.
Musical response

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GIFTS AND OFFERINGS*

Special Music Blessed Be the God of Israel The Tone Chimes Choir
[MUSIC: Hal M. Hopson, ©1983 Hope Publishing Company. CCLI#860627]

Doxology “Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ all creatures here

below; Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; One God, Triune, whom we adore. Amen.”
[©Public Domain]

CLOSING HYMN - Shall We Gather at the River W&R#522
[©Public Domain]

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A PRAYER OF BENEDICTION The UCC Book of Worship

May God’s Holy Spirit lead you. May God’s strength protect you. May God’s peace be with
you. Go now in the name of God, by the grace of Christ, and with the presence of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

Sung Response — Let There Be Peace on Earth W&R#614
[WORDS & MUSIC: Sy Miller & Jill Jackson © 1955, Ren.1983 Jen-Lee Music. CCLI Copyright License 93690]



PASSING OF THE PEACE

POSTLUDE Allegro Moderato
[MUSIC: Arthur Page ©1908 Lorenz Publishing Company. CCLI#1911293]
T T T T

#A MOMENT TO BREATHE is an experience of Thich Nhat Hanh’s breath of 10 exercise. It is
very simple, inviting you to breathe as you normally would but counting each breath in and each
breath out until you reach 10. This is a remarkably simple but highly effective breathing exercise
that calms your mind and heart.

TO ANY VISITORS WITH US THIS MORNING, WELCOME! We are so glad you
decided to join us! We would love to be able to connect with you after your visit today. Please
take one of our Welcome brochures in the pew. We’d love to stay in touch with you so if you
could fill out the information part of the flyer and leave it in one of the offering plates, we
promise to honor your privacy and not be too pushy! We also hope you will join us for
fellowship time if you are so inclined!

Our Diaconate Person of the Week for this week is Lynn Murray. Please feel free to
be in touch with her with your joys and concerns knowing that we care about you all the time,
not just when you are here.

*ABOUT THE OFFERING We offer our deepest gratitude to our members and friends
who are so generous with their pledges and financial gifts to the church, both those here in
person and those joining online. Online participants are encouraged to give via the “Donate
button at www.uccwesterly.org or mail your checks, made payable to UCC Westerly, to us at
9 Castle Hill Road, Pawcatuck, CT 06379. A REMINDER that offering plates are located
at each entrance to the sanctuary. Thank you!
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THE PRAYER MINISTRIES of this church are many and varied and you are welcome to
participate in any or all of them. In the sanctuary, you will find prayer notebooks by either door within
which to write specific prayer requests for Sunday worship. You will also find prayer candle tables at
which you may light a candle for your own prayer concerns. You will also find prayer shawls and
prayer bears in the front pews to take with you as a source of comfort to those struggling. For more
information on our prayer ministries please speak with any Deacon or Rev. Ruth at any time.

We need a little help after worship to sort and pack up the school supplies for delivery to the
schools this week. Thanks!

You are welcome to donate flowers for the chancel any week. Our sign-up sheet is located on the
bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or speak with Rev. Ruth for more information.

EXODUS 2:5-10 & 15:20-21

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants
walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid
to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took
pity on him. "This must be one of the Hebrews' children," she said. Then his
sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and get you a nurse from the


http://www.uccwesterly.org/

Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?" Pharaoh's daughter said to her,
"Yes." So the girl went and called the child's mother. Pharaoh's daughter said to
her, "Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages." So the
woman took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him
to Pharaoh's daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him

Moses, "because," she said, "I drew him out of the water."

Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all
the women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam
sang to them: "Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and
rider he has thrown into the sea."

To request a copy of today’s message be sent to you, kindly contact the office at
(860) 599-1226 or uccwesterly@gmail.com.

THE UNITED CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTERLY, UCC
_9 Castle Hill Road, Pawcatuck, CT 06379
260-599-1226 <> email: ucowesterly@gmail.com
www.ucewestery.org <> https://www.facebook.com/UCCWesterly
OUR STAFF:

The Rev, Ruth sShilling Hailnsworth, Pastor
David Cranmer, Organist § Cholrs Director
Jerin Peloguin, Church Operations Coordinator



mailto:uccwesterly@gmail.com
mailto:uccwesterly@gmail.com
http://www.uccwesterly.org/
https://www.facebook.com/UCCWesterly

